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About Us
ÅThe U.S. Census Bureau is the largest 

statistical agency in the U.S.

Center for Enterprise Dissemination ς
Manages data dissemination from research 
inception to release of data products.

Research Project Coordination staffτ
Manages research review process for data 
access.

Federal Statistical Research Data Centers ς
Provides data access infrastructure.
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Background: Evidence Act

Common Application Process
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The Foundations for Evidence Based Policymaking Act of 2018 

Comprehensive data inventory
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Xkcd.com



2020CENSUS.GOV

Metadata Challenges
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Metadata siloed across 
divisions, no one standard for 

Bureau

Dataset information stored in 
multiple platforms and sites

Little information on 
differences between public and 

restricted use files

Possible disclosure risk for 
variable level metadata
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MITRE Analysis
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ÅCensus contracted with the MITRE corporation to evaluate current available sources and 

create a metadata model.

Å Contractors met with information owners and data users to gather requirements and build 

knowledge on datasets
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MITRE Analysis-
Metadata

Analysis of current inventory and 
comparison of fields based on analysis of 
industry standards (including Data 
Documentation Initiave - DDI).
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Initial Datasets

Å Creation of metadata for 30 high value 

datasets. 

Å American Community Survey and 

Longitudinal Business Database, two of the 

most requested datasets, were used as a 

model for the final inventory fields. 

Å Focus on demographic and administrative 

datasets for first sweep.

Å In 2019, Census released a pilot application 

portal hosted on the Inter -university 

Consortium for Political and Social Research 

(ICPSR) website.
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Comprehensive Inventory

ÅNext step: Continued curation of robust metadata for 200+ 
datasets,including economic data. Gathering information from existing 
sources and data owners.

ÅThe inventory will be the first comprehensivecollection of metadata for 
Census Bureau and administrative datasets.
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Metadata Technical Requirements

Å Next MITRE project - Gathering requirements for a tool to enter metadata.

Å Metadata tool needs to interface with the common application portal and meet the needs of 

all participating agencies.
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Coming Soon

New Standard Application Portal will be live in 2022. 

Researchers will be able to view datasets and request access 

for projects.
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Questions?

Contact: kathryn.mcnamara@census.gov
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Exploring how to encourage non-
depository staff to contribute to the 

success of depository projects

James Rhoades

Depository Coordinator



Poll#1 Click on the map to show everyone 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ŦǊƻƳΧΦ



Poll#2 How many people at your library work 
with FDLP materials fulltime? 

Please place your pointer on the image that best represents your institute.



{ŜǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀƎŜΧ



ODU Federal Depository Library Program in 2018 

ÅDepository for over 50 years 

ÅSelective with various formats

ÅTwo staff members working with the collection (including myself)

ÅClose to 65%  selection

Å6,804 linear feet of shelved items (2,268 shelves)

ÅLarge number of items never cataloged



How long is 6,800 linear 
feet?

ÅLength of 5 football fields

ÅLength of 10 football fields

ÅLength of 15 football fields

ÅLength of 20 football fields



/ƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ όaŀȄǿŜƭƭύΧ

ÅLack of help (staff)

ÅLack of understanding (GPO)

ÅLack of support (administrative)

ÅLack of time (responsibilities)

ÅLack of motivation (workload)



/ƻƴǎǳƭǘŜŘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΧ



CƛǊǎǘ ǘƘƛƴƎǎ ŦƛǊǎǘ όYƻǘǘŜǊύΧ

1. Help others understand (what, 
why, who, when, and how)

2. Communicate for 
understanding

3. Explain the urgency

4. Create a strategy

5. Produce goals

6. Empower members

7. Utilize strengths



9ȄŀƳƛƴŜ ȅƻǳǊǎŜƭŦ ό[ŜƴŎƛƻƴƛύΧ



[ŜŀŘ ȅƻǳǊ ǘŜŀƳ ό[ŜƴŎƛƻƴƛύΧ

ÅLead by example
ÅEstablish a positive atmosphere
ÅListen to input
ÅEncourage teamwork 
ÅIƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜΩǎ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ


